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In the Garden & the Arrest of Jesus (Matthew 26:36-56; Luke 22:39-46; John 13:21-14:31)

Main Point: Jesus obeyed the will of His Father.

Key Verse:  “Father, if You are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from Me. Yet I want Your will to be done, not Mine.”  Luke 22:42 NLT

Materials: About 30 pennies; one super shiny penny (Shine one penny by soaking it in 1 teaspoon salt dissolved in ¼ cup vinegar for about 10 seconds. Rinse with water and dry.)

Hands on Application:

· Lay out all the pennies in one large group. Place the shiny penny in the center of the group. Say: Jesus was almost always surrounded by people. I don’t blame the people for following Him around. He was the great Light! He stood out in the darkness of sin and suffering that the people were used to. 

· Say: There’s something interesting that happened as Jesus prepared to face the cross. Jesus left the crowds of people when He asked His twelve disciples to eat the special Passover supper with Him in the upper room. Count out twelve pennies. Slide the twelve, plus the very shiny one, away from the others. Judas left that room to betray Jesus. Slide a dull penny away from the group. Then Jesus took the remaining eleven friends to the garden. Slide the pennies a little ways. Then Jesus left eight of the disciples, and took three with Him to pray. Slide the shiny penny and three others a little farther. Then Jesus left the three to pray by Himself. Slide the shiny penny away from all the others. (Observation by G. Campbell Morgan.)
· Ask: What did you notice here? Fewer and fewer people were with Jesus; Jesus became more and more alone. Why do you think Jesus ended up without any other people? Jesus was the ONLY one that could die for our sins because He was the ONLY one who had no sin. 

Group Discussion:

· Ask: Have you ever felt all alone - like no one else in the world understood your problems or how you felt? When Jesus was without any other people, His heavenly Father was only a prayer away! God is that close to us at all times too – even when we have no one else. 

· Ask a volunteer to read Luke 22:42. Say: Jesus did not want to suffer; He didn’t want to take on peoples’ sin and be separated from His heavenly Father. But Jesus knew that it was His Father’s will that He die on the cross to take away our sins. Jesus’ obedience was not easy, but He knew there was a great reward for Him and for the whole world if He obeyed and submitted to His Father’s authority. Did His heavenly Father give Him the strength to do what He had to do?

· Have a volunteer read Philippians 2:5-8. Jesus is God’s Son – the King over all other kings and Lord over all other lords, yet He submitted to the will of His Father – because He loves His Father, and He loves us. He knew that His submitting would bring people into God’s eternal kingdom!

Personal Application: 

· Ask: Should we submit to God’s will? How do we submit to God’s will? Obey the Bible, show love to others, listen for His voice and obey when we know He is telling us to do something
· Many things on earth are given to us as examples so that we can learn spiritual truths about our relationship with God. One of those examples is that God has put people in authority over us. Ask: What authorities are in your life? Do you think God cares if you obey the authorities He has placed over you? Why? If we don’t learn to submit to earthly authorities, we may never submit to God.

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. Pray that your group will hear God’s voice and submit to His will this week. Pray that we can all submit to the authorities that God has placed in our lives.
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